Leigh Anna Engkaninan
                                            
 Background of my Work
	 
My goal for this workshop was to discover a type of program or website that I could use interactively with my 8th grade students. I will teach five reading classes this year and predict that my students will prefer discussing novels and topics of interest online. Since students are already very adept using online social sites, I feel confident that they will not encounter difficulties when using the site. 
After listening to my colleagues discuss their ideas, I was very interested in learning more about Moodle. Unfortunately, a Moodle page must be sponsored and set up through an IT professional or business. My colleague’s husband sponsored and set up her Moodle page along with her entire schools. Using this site does not seem practical for me since it would be very difficult to set up and maintain. I want a page that I can set up and maintain, so I decided against using Moodle. 
I also wanted to use www.Museumbox.com, a website designed to allow students to create pictures and text on a virtual box to represent a topic/subject. After I investigated the site further, I found that Museum Box could be useful but I would have to give very specific instructions to my students, or their final products would be boxes of pictures and meaningless text. Museum Box will be useful for projects but would not serve in fulfilling my goal of providing an interactive discussion board for my classes.
Another colleague uses www.schoolology.com. I investigated the site further and found it to be user-friendly and its appearance is very similar to Facebook, which I think my students would like. I will use this site, but wanted to find something no one else in the group was using. 
Finally, I discovered Collaborize Classroom. This site will enable me to post questions or topics that students will respond. Also, I have a choice to allow students to respond, vote “yes” or “no”, and then see the results of the votes. There are also many helpful links that students may use to help them organize notes, make to do lists, research tools, writing tools…and the list goes on. This site will provide a method for students to respond to literature without having to talk in class, as well as provide evidence of student performance and skills acquisition. 
                                       Current and Future Progress
	Without having student rosters and email addresses, my progress is limited. I have written lesson plans for the first three discussion questions and have posted those questions to my page http://engkaninanreading.democrasoft.com. I have also posted the information about this site on my school blog, as well as emailed my principal to get her feedback and hopefully support. Once school begins, I can register my students and we can begin discussions right away. 		My hopes for using Collaborize Classroom are that with every topic in the reading text (Reader’s Journey), students will post their response and in turn respond to two classmates’ posts. I also want to utilize the site for students to post responses to their novels and have an alternative literature circle online. I foresee issues with students not having internet access at home, so I will need to reserve the computer lab or laptop carts once a week, if I am allowed. It is our current school policy that teachers may only sign up for computer labs or computer laptop carts three times per nine weeks. I understand this policy, since many teachers would take advantage of the opportunity to reserve the lab several times a week and other teachers would never have the opportunity to reserve and use the computers. However, it is difficult to integrate technology without student computers. 
	                  Model Potential for Other Teachers
	I would like the opportunity to model Collaborize Classroom to other teachers. This site and others like it give teachers and students a chance to utilize alternative forms of interaction, assessment, and learning modalities. Since Cobb County Schools are refreshing computers this year, teachers will likely be more receptive to the use of computers in the classroom. In the past, teachers have encountered problems using computers. Either there aren’t enough computers or the computers available do not function properly. I know many teachers do not use computers because of the shortage of working computers. 
	I also believe that Cobb County needs to tap into the valuable resources that presently exist in our schools. Many teachers are experts in their field and are amply qualified to share their knowledge with their colleagues. In three days, seven Cobb County teachers were able to brainstorm, discuss, and discover new ways to enrich our classrooms through technology. If teachers were allowed to do this on Professional Learning days, rather than sit through another boring workshop on a topic that has been beaten to death and we all know how to do, why not teach each other or collaborate to learn new technology? All teachers are educated professionals and should be treated as such. There is so much wasted talent in our schools. It is time the county realized this and stop spending money on speakers and instructors that are no more knowledgeable than the group to whom they are speaking.  

